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BACKGROUND
The nation-wide restrictions on the 2020-2021 academic year
required that all courses in the Nashville State Community College
Department of Nursing be transitioned to an online format with
mandatory weekly meetings via videoconference.
To comply with restrictions, a flipped “virtual classroom”
approach was implemented for the Medical Surgical Nursing 2
course.
• The flipped classroom consists of pre-class exposure to subject
matter, in-class interaction between learners and instructors
and post-class activities that solidify information.
• Flipped classrooms can be more effective at promoting clinical
judgement than lecture-based courses.
• Virtual classrooms allow for flexible student schedules while
maintaining classmate interaction.

METHODS & IMPLEMENTATION
The course operated on a weekly schedule, with a format of
asynchronous lecture content, homework assignments and
synchronous online meetings.
• Asynchronous lectures were provided as 10-40 minute videos
and presented in .mp4 format. The majority of students spent
2-4 hours viewing recorded lecture content.
• Homework assignments were completed outside of scheduled
class time and t served to help students apply the course
material.
• Synchronous online meetings were held via videoconference at
a set date and time each week. In synchronous online meetings
the instructor reviewed the material from the homework
assignments using online polling or quizzes, discussion and
student feedback.

EVALUATION & RESULTS
Course success was evaluated based on student learning outcome data and student feedback.
Student learning outcomes were evaluated based on student achievement on nationally
normed, standardized tests. The score designated by NSCC indicates mastery of content in the
50th percentile or higher nationwide.
• 100% of students achieved the designated score in two semesters of the online flipped
classroom.
• An average of 93% of students achieved the designated score in three semesters of in-person
instruction.
Student feedback occurred via a 3 point Likert scale. Students ranked course elements as
“better than”, “the same”, or “worse than” other course formats.
Student comments include:
• “I believe the way [this course] was presented should be the model for the entire nursing
program. The blend of live instruction and ability to watch/rewatch lectures at our own
speed seems like it was tailor-made for my learning style.”
• “In person is such much better but MS online was manageable.”

IMPLICATIONS
Students respond favorably to the flipped classroom approach in online learning
when compared to other online course formats. In addition, achievement of student
learning outcomes was higher in this virtual classroom format.
While some students still prefer in-person instruction, the online flipped classroom
is a viable method of instruction in online learning.
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